
 CALDWELL POLICE DEPARTMENT   
  NEWS RELEASE 

110 S. 5TH AVE. 
CALDWELL, ID 83605 

(208) 455-3115 (PHONE) (208) 455-3123 (FAX) 
WWW.CALDWELLPOLICE.ORG 

 

 

 

TYPE	OF	CRIME:		 	 	 	 	 CR#:	

LOCATION:	 	 	 	 	 	 DATE/TIME:	

SUSPECT(S):	 	 	 	 	 	 CHARGED:	

VICTIM(S):	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
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PREPARED BY: 


	Crime: Aggravated battery 
	CR: 21-32760, 21-32269
	Location: 425 N 10th Avenue in Caldwell, Idaho. 
	Date/Time: Oct. 7, 2022/1:30 p.m.
	Charged: See Below
	Victim(s): See Below
	Suspect(s): See Below
	Details: The three individuals charged in connection to the shooting at Bi-Mart a year ago have all been sentenced. Blain Imholt, Jennifer Nickerson were previously sentenced for their part in the crime, Nicholas Riley was sentenced yesterday. 
 
Riley was originally charged with felon in possession of a firearm, two counts of aggravated assault, attempted first degree murder, aggravated battery, unlawful discharge of a firearm at an occupied vehicle, and persistent violator. Riley plead guilty to aggravated battery and was sentenced to five years fixed and ten years indeterminate to be served consecutively with the remainder of his parole time ending in May of 2023. 
 
Blain Imholt was originally charged with felon in possession of a firearm, two counts of aggravated assault, attempted murder, aggravated battery, unlawful discharge of a firearm at an occupied vehicle, and persistent violator. Imholt plead guilty to aggravated assault and unlawful discharge of a firearm into a vehicle and received a sentence of three years fixed with seven years indeterminate. 
 
Jennifer Nickerson was originally charged with accessory to aggravated battery, accessory to aggravated assault, and accessory to unlawful discharge of a firearm and an occupied vehicle. Nickerson plead guilty to aid and abet aggravated battery and received a sentence of two years fixed with three years indeterminate, concurrent with other criminal cases she was convicted of. 
 
Background: 
On October 16, 2021, Caldwell Police Officers responded to a report of a shots fired call at the Bi-Mart store located at 425 N 10th Avenue in Caldwell. Following an extensive investigation, Imholt, Riley, and Nickerson were all arrested in connection to the attempted homicide of a 23-year-old Caldwell man. 
 
The investigation revealed that Imholt used a Facebook account of someone who was incarcerated to message the victim. Imholt and Riley lured the victim to the Bi-Mart parking lot to exchange an “envelope” and informed the victim they were in a vehicle that did not match their actual vehicle description. Once the victim arrived to the scene, he circled the parking lot, looking for the vehicle described to him when Imholt and Riley approached on foot. Riley approached the driver side door of the vehicle and after seven seconds, there was a physical altercation in which Riley pulled a gun out, shot at the victim and the victim stabbed Riley in the chest in self-defense. While this was happening, Imholt shot at the victim from the rear of the vehicle. 
 
The victim was hit once with the bullet in the left arm where it exited his chest. The victim was also grazed on the chin from another bullet, he survived all injuries. After the victim was shot, he accelerated the vehicle to get away and ended up crashing into parked cars in the parking lot. Imholt and Riley left the scene running, guns in hand, while Nickerson was waiting to pick them up in a small Nissan truck. Nickerson drove away quickly and they all returned to a house in Caldwell to dispose of the evidence. 
 
The three suspects involved had previous felony convictions that included drug charges, burglary, and violent crimes. All three suspects accepted plea deals. 
 
“These three individuals caused panic and terror in our city. They showed a blatant disregard to the lives of innocent people, some of which included children, on the day of the shooting. Caldwell Police do not take these crimes lightly and will investigate them to the fullest extent. This was a long, thorough, and complicated investigation. I give kudos to our officers and detectives who worked tirelessly on this case to keep the community safe,” said Caldwell Police Chief Rex Ingram. 
 
CPD would like to thank all of the agencies who assisted us with the investigation: Canyon County Sherriff’s Office, District 3 and District 4 IDOC Probation and Parole, Oregon State Police, Meridian Police Department, Ada County Sheriff’s Office, and Garden City Police Department. We would also like to thank our Caldwell community. It isn’t easy being a witness to violent crime, but witness testimonies and cooperation were vital for leads in this case. 
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